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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This Noxious Weed Management Plan (Plan) identifies measures to be taken by Overland Pass
Pipeline Company LLC (OPPC) and its contractors (Contractor) to minimize the spread and
establishment of noxious weeds and non-native invasive species.

Measures identified in this Plan apply to work within the project area defined as the right-of-way,
access roads, temporary use areas, and other areas used during construction of the project and
do not include areas previously disturbed by past pipeline projects.

OPPC and Contractor personnel are to be thoroughly familiar with this Plan and its contents
prior to initiating construction on the project.

1.1 Purpose

OPPC is committed to preventing the introduction of noxious and invasive weeds during
construction and controlling the expansion of existing noxious weed populations from
neighboring pipeline ROWSs over the life of the project. The purpose of this Plan is to prescribe
methods to treat existing weed infestations, prevent introduction and spread of infestations
during construction, and monitor and treat infestations after construction is complete on the
ROW impacted by this proposed project. This Plan was developed as the implementing
document for relevant mitigation measures contained in the Environmental Assessment.

1.2 Goals and Objectives

The goal of OPPC’s Plan is to implement preventative measures to minimized and reduce the
potential for the spread and establishment of noxious and invasive weeds during the
construction and long term management of the proposed project.

A noxious weed is any plant officially designated by a federal, state, or country government as
injurious to public health, agriculture, recreation, wildlife, or property (Sheley, Petroff, and
Borman 1999). A noxious weed is also commonly defined as a plant that grows out of place and
is “competitive, persistent and pernicious” (James et al, 1991). Noxious weeds are officially
designated as unwanted or undesirable. Noxious weeds are opportunistic plant species that
readily flourish in disturbed areas, thereby preventing native plant species from establishing
successive communities.

Invasive weeds are defined as a species that is non-native to the ecosystem under
consideration and whose introduction causes or is likely to cause economic or environmental
harm or harm to human health. Invasive plants include not only noxious weeds, but other plants
that are not native to the United States. The BLM considers plants invasive if they have been
introduced into an environment where they did not evolve. As a result, they usually have no
natural enemies to limit their reproduction and spread (Westbrooks 1998).

2.0 NOXIOUS WEED INVENTORY

The BLM maintains a National List of Invasive Weed Species of Concern for western states
including 132 species. The inventory for Colorado and be access at
www.co.blm.gov/botany/weedhome.htm. The BLM inventory for Wyoming can be accessed at
www.wy.blm.gov/weeds/whatis.htm.

Not all invasive species are legally listed as noxious species. Colorado and Wyoming also
maintain an official state list of weed species that are designated noxious species. Information
on the State of Colorado Weed Management Program and species list can be found at
www.ag.state.co.us/DPl/weeds/weed.html. Information on the State of Wyoming Weed and
Pest Districts and species lists can be accessed at www.wyoweed.org/wp _dist.html.
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2.1 Colorado

Under Colorado’s Act, the state has listed 82 plant species as noxious, and has divided them up
into three lists. List A are species that are not common to the state and require eradication.
Upon identifying a species under this list, the State Weed Coordinator/County Weed Control
Supervisor must be notified to coordinate control efforts. List B is for species of noxious weeds
that the state is currently developing management plans but does not require treatment at this
time. List C species are weeds commonly found throughout the state. While the state does not
require treatment of these species and those identified in List B, local and county plans may
require treatment and/or eradication.

2.2 Wyoming

Wyoming has designated 24 plant species as noxious under its Act. Per the Act, weed control
is the responsibility of the landowner or the owner of the ROW or easement. Similar to
Colorado, noxious weed control is required at the county level.

2.3 Inventory

Based upon previous surveys and consultations for the BLM and County Weed Specialists, a
list of potentially occurring weed species along the ROW was created and provided in
Attachment 1. Based upon field surveys of the proposed ROW in August 2007 and May/June
2008, known locations of weed infestations along the route were identified with those locations
provided in Attachment 1.

3.0 NOXIOUS WEED MANAGEMENT
3.1 Identification and Treatment of Problem Areas

Field surveys conducted prior to construction to identified existing noxious weed infestations
along the pipeline right-of-ways and temporary use areas. Infestation locations are provided in
Attachment 1.

Noxious weed infestations will be flagged in the field to alert construction personnel to the
infestation and prevent significant ground disturbance until noxious weed preventative
measures have been implemented.

OPPC will consult with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and local weed control districts
to determine pre-treatment for noxious weed infestations identified during spring survey.
Depending upon the species and the time of construction methods of pre-treatment may
include:

e Mechanical-mowing or pulling by hand.

¢ Chemical-application of an approved herbicide by a licensed applicator. Herbicides will
be selected based on recommendations by each local weed control district or BLM and
subject to fee-landowner approval. Herbicides will be applied in accordance with all
applicable laws and regulations on BLM and fee-lands. Prior to the use of herbicides or
pesticides on BLM lands, a Pesticide Use Proposal (PUP) must be submitted to and
approved by the BLM.

A portion of the environmental training required for construction personnel prior to commencing
work will be devoted to a discussion of noxious weed control issues and applicable project
requirements.

3.2 Preventative Measures

The following preventative measures will be implemented to prevent the spread of noxious
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weeds:

¢ Vehicles and equipment will be required to arrive at the work site clean, power-washed,
and free of soil and vegetative debris capable of transporting weed seeds or other
propagules. Contractor vehicles and equipment will be inspected by the ElI and may
require additional cleaning if necessary. Those pieces of equipment not cleaned upon
arrival will be power-washed in the construction yard prior to being allowed on the ROW.

e Weed wash stations will be utilized during the construction process as long a weather
conditions allow (i.e. non freezing times of the year).

e Wash stations will be located at each county line. Equipment will be power-washed to
remove soil and propagules prior to leaving the station. Wash stations will be
constructed in accordance with the typical drawing in Attachment 2. Signs will be posted
along the right-of-way to alert approaching construction crews of wash station locations.
The stations will be used during times of non-freezing weather.

¢ Drainage containment from the wash stations will be located on relatively flat terrain at
least 100 feet from permanent or seasonal waterbodies, riparian areas, or ephemeral
stream channels. Within the Rawlins Resource Area, the set back will be 500 feet from
all permanent waters, wells, springs, wetlands, and riparian areas, as well as 100 feet
from the inner gorge of ephemeral stream channels.

e Each wash station will be decommissioned by gathering the collected sediment,
framework, filter fabric, waste soil, weeds, and seed and hauled away to an off-site
approved landfill.

e Areas where weed infestations are identified will be clearly marked. Within these areas,
the Contractor may grade, clear and topsoil the entire width of the ROW. The stockpiled
topsoil will be stored immediately adjacent to where it was removed in an effort to
eliminate transport or noxious weed propagules to other portions of the ROW.

e Materials used for erosion control and reclamation (i.e. straw bales and seed mixes) will
be obtained from sources that are certified weed-free (see Environmental Protection
Plan, Appendix 12). Seed mixes must be certified "All States" weed free.

o Disturbed areas will be reseeded in accordance with the Environmental Protection Plan
(Appendix 12) after construction activities have been completed using a certified weed
free mixture. Specific agencies and/or landowners may have certain requirement
delaying seeding until late fall.

¢ In areas where infestations have been identified, the Contractor may opt to delay final
restoration in order to conduct extensive weed control efforts. In areas where this
project is co-located with the WIC Piceance Basin Expansion Project and the Kinder
Morgan Rocky Mountain Expansion Project, OPPC will attempt to work with the other
companies in a unified effort to reclaim the disturbed areas.

3.3 Treatment Methods

OPPC will utilize established reclamation practices to prevent the establishment of noxious and
invasive weeds in reclaimed area and the pipeline ROW. Noxious and invasive weed control
efforts will include the use of certified weed-free mulch. In the event that noxious and invasive
weeds species become established in the ROW, OPPC will make good faith efforts to control
weeds in the ROW and to work with adjacent landowners to prevent the spread of the species
to adjacent lands.

OPPC will implement weed control measures in accordance with existing State and local
regulations and existing jurisdictional land management agencies or local fee-landowners.
OPPC will utilize the services of a State approved weed control contractor. Post-construction
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weed control may include the application of herbicides or mechanical, biological, and/or an
alternative method. The measures chosen will based upon the time, place, and weed species
as agreed upon by OPPC and the BLM or fee-landowner.

e Herbicide application is an effective means of reducing the size of weed populations.
Herbicide applications will be conducted prior to seed maturation where possible.
Application will be controlled as described in Section 4.1, to minimize the impacts on the
surrounding vegetation. Spot herbicide application will be the preferred option. In areas
of dense infestation, a broader application will be used and a follow-up seeding program
implemented. Seed selection will be based on site-specific conditions and the
appropriate seed mix identified for those conditions, as presented in Appendix 12,
Environmental Protection Plan, of the POD. The timing of subsequent efforts will be
based on the persistence of the selected herbicide.

Herbicide treatment methods will be based on species-specific and areas-specific conditions
(i.e. proximity to water, riparian areas, or agricultural areas, and time of year) and will be
coordinated with the local counties and regulatory agencies.

e Mechanical methods entail the use of equipment to mow or disc weed populations.
Mechanical treatments will be conducted prior to seed maturation where required. If
such a method is used, subsequent seeding will be conducted to re-establish a desirable
vegetation cover that will stabilize the soils and slow the potential reinvasion of weeds.
Seed selection will be based on site-specific conditions and the appropriate seed mix
identified for those conditions, as presented in Appendix 12, Environmental Protection
Plan, of the POD. Seed mixes used for revegetation will be certified weed free.

e Biological control methods may include use of agents such as goats, sheep, or insects.
Local regulatory advise will be sought for biological noxious and invasive weed control.

¢ Alternate weed control measures such as repeated pulling or introduction of aggressive
desirable species may be applicable in sensitive habitat and other areas. Local
regulatory advice will be sought for alternative noxious and invasive weed control.

3.3.1 BLM Specific Requirements

The BLM has developed specific requirements for herbicide use on BLM managed lands, listing
19 approved herbicides acceptable for use on BLM lands. These guidelines also require the
submittal of a PUP and Pesticide Application Records (PARS) for the use of pesticides on BLM
lands.

When weeds are identified on the ROW on BLM lands, the appropriate control procedures,
including target species, timing of control, and method of control will be determined in
consultation with BLM personnel in each Field Office. OPPC will be responsible for contracting
the necessary Contractor to implement the weed control measures. If possible, OPPC will try to
make cooperative agreements with the other pipeline operators in the same corridor to help
facilitate successful weed control along the route.

3.3.2 Fee Landowner Requirements

OPPL will implement weed control measures in accordance with existing State and local
regulations and existing jurisdictional land management agencies or local fee-landowners.
OPPL has offered all fee owners the options of a one time payment to cover the cost of
reclamation and weed control on their lands. By accepting this payment, the landowner, not
OPPC, will be responsible for reclamation success and monitoring which will include the control
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